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aḻaippukaḷ	 	 	 	 	 	 Invitation	
	
aḻavu	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Level,	amount,	size	
	
amaiti		 	 	 	 	 	 Peace,	calm	
	
Amma		 	 	 	 	 	 Mother	
	













items	such	flowers.	 	 	 	





ānbu	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Love	
	





ārvam		 	 	 	 	 	 Interest	(in	something)	
	
	 298	
















cakōtarikaḷ	 	 	 	 	 	 Friends,	companions	
	
cantaṉam	 	 	 	 	 	 Sandalwood	(paste)	
	












caṭai	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Braid	(of	hair)	
	
caṭaṅku	 	 	 	 	 	 Ritual	
	







cāmi	bhakti	 	 	 	 	 	 Devotion	to	God	
	







cātakam	 	 	 	 	 	 Horoscope	
	
cātaranamāna	 	 	 	 	 Normal,	usual	
	













cilai	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Statue,	idol	
	 	 	 	 	












Brahmins).	 	 	 	 	
	
coli	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Blouse	that	is	worn	under	a	sari.	
	
contu	kalyānam	 	 	 	 	 A	marriage	with	a	relative.	
	
contu	ūr	 	 	 	 	 	 Native	place,	natal	village	
	
cōtiṭar		 	 	 	 	 	 Astrologer	
	
	 300	
culōkam	(sloka),	culōkaṅkaḷ		 	 	 Verses	said	in	praise	of	a	deity.	
	

































Ganesh	Chathurthi/Jayanti	 	 	 	 The	god	Ganesh’s	birthday	
	
garbhadhana	 Physical	consummation	of	a	marriage.	



















jati	 	 	 	 	 	 	 local	term	for	“caste.”	
	
jati	pirivu	 	 	 	 	 	 Caste	division/distinction	
	
kalācāram	 	 	 	 	 	 Culture	
	
kalyānam	 	 	 	 	 	 Marriage	
	
kalyāna	mantapam	 	 	 	 	 Marriage	hall	
	






kaṟuppu	 	 	 	 	 	 Black;	with	reference	to	skin,	dark.	
	




	 	 	 	
kā	 	 	 	 	 	 	 To	protect	
	
kāppu	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Protection	
	
kāval	dēvam,	kāval	dēvaṅkaḷ	 	 	 Guardian	deit(ies)	
	















kōttiram	(gōtra),	kōttiraṅkaḷ	 	 	 Descent	group(s)	
	


























Mahābharata		 	 	 	 	 Well-known	Hindu	epic	
	
mallikai	pū	 	 	 	 	 	 Jasmine	flower	
	
manacu	 	 	 	 	 	 Mind	 	 	 	 	 	 	
mantiram,	mantirankaḷ	 	 	 	 Mantra	
	
mañcaḷ	 	 	 	 	 	 Yellow;	also,	turmeric	powder	
	





















maṭisār,	maṭisārkaḷ	 	 	 	 	 Nine-yard	sari	
	











māṭi	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Second	floor	of	home	
	
māṭṭupoṇṇu	 	 	 	 	 	 Daughter-in-law	
	
mehendi	 	 	 	 	 	 Henna	tattoo	(North	Indian	style)	
	






nagarikam	 	 	 	 	 	 Sophisticated	
	







nalasaṅkam	 	 	 	 	 	 Neighborhood	association/council	
	








naṭcattiraṅkaḷ	 	 	 	 	 Stars	
	


















oṉṟum	illamāl		 	 	 	 	 (Being)	without	anything	
	




























paṭikkallai	nā,	kēvalam	 	 	 	 If	one	does	not	study,	it	is	a	shame	
	
patirikaikaḷ	 	 	 	 	 	 Invitations;	magazines	
	
payankaramāka	 	 	 	 	 A	lot	 	 	 	 	
	
















































relatives.	 	 	 	 	
pūkkarar	 	 	 	 	 	 A	person	who	sells	flowers	
	
pūṉūl	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Sacred	thread	
	
pūri	 	 	 	 	 	 	 A	type	of	puffed/fried	wheat	bread	
	




	 	 	 	












stōtiram,	stōtiraṇkaḷ	 	 	 	 	 A	hymn	directed	to	a	deity.	
	
stuti	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Blessing	 	 	 	 	





tali	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Necklace	worn	by	married	women.	
	





tāy	māma	 	 	 	 	 	 Mother’s	brother	
	





tiruvillakku	 	 	 	 	 	 Holy	oil	lamp	
	
Tiruvōnam	 	 	 	 	 	 Name	of	(birth)	star	
	
tīṭṭu	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Ritual	pollution	
	








tōttattile	 	 	 	 	 	 In	the	garden/agricultural	field	
	
uḷḷam	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Heart/mind	
	




























vācal	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Threshold	
	
vāḻkkai	varalāṟu	 	 	 	 	 Life	history	
	
















vēppalai	 	 	 	 	 	 Margosa	leaf	
	
	 309	
villakku	 	 	 	 	 	 Lamp	
	







viṭalai-pākku	 	 	 	 	 	 Betel	nut	
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